May, 1930

With April came the beginning of the rainy season in the
central region of Chile. The atmospheric circulation
over the Pacific showed moderate intensity, but the mean
path of the depressions was shifted more to the north.

The depressions of greatest importance were charted
as follows: 12th to 17th, crossing the extreme south and
causing unsettled weather with general rains in the south;
and 24th to 26th, affecting conditions over the entire
central region, with rain and high wind from Chiloe to
Coquimbo. Snow fell to moderate depths in the cordil-
lera and a temperature of 19° F. was recorded at Portillo
(10,500 feet).
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Periods of fine weather and fall in temperature accom-
panied the anticyclones of the periods 1st to 8th, 21st to
24th, and 28th to 30th, all moving from southern Chile,
latitude 40° to 45° S., toward northern Argentina.—

Translated by W. W. R.

Meteorological station at Portillo, Chile—In April the
Observatorio del Salto, Santiago, Chile, installed a new
meteorological station at Portillo in the cordillera of the
Andes at an elevation of 3,000 meters (9,840 feet). This
station is equipped with instruments for the automatic
recording of pressure, temperature, humidity, direction
and force of wind, and precipitation.—J. B. N.
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SOLAR OBSERVATIONS

SOLAR AND SKY RADIATION MEASUREMENTS DURING
MAY, 1930

By HerserT H. KiMBALL, Solar Radiation Investigations

For reference to descriptions of instruments and expo-
sures, and an account of the method of obtaining and
reducing the measurements, the reader is referred to this
volume of the Review, page 26.

Table 1 shows that so{)ar radiation intensities averaged
slightly above the normal intensity for May at Washing-
ton and Lincoln, and close to normal at l\lfg.dison.
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Table 2 shows an excess in the total radiation received
on a horizontal surface at Washington, New York, and
Chicago, a deficiency at Lincoln, Twin Falls, and Fresno,
and close to the May normal at Madison.

Skylight polarization measurements obtained on 7 days
at Washington give a mean of 53 per cent and a maximum
of 62 per cent on the 29th. At Madison measurements
obtained on 6 days give a mean of 55 per cent with & maxi-
mum of 63 per cent on the 2d. These are close to the
corresponding averages for May at Washington and
slightly below at Madison.



